
Solano County Fair Thrives for its 70th Anniversary! 
On June 27-30, the 2019 Solano County Fair 
celebrated 70 years of showcasing the county 
to fairgoers from far and wide. Attendance fig-
ures were up significantly with a total gate at-
tendance of 21,311 people, a 75% increase 
over last year. “Several factors contributed to 
this year’s achievements,” commented Board 
of Directors President Dennis Yen. “Most im-
portantly, the Solano County community really responded to our emphasis 
on local exhibits, entertainment and attractions. Our success was only pos-

sible through the shared efforts of the many 
local groups, organizations and individuals that 
participated with the Fair in our competitive 
exhibits, livestock competitions, performance 
stage, Cultural Pavilion and other areas. We 
can’t say thank you enough for those partner-
ships and to our Fair guests for making this an 
outstanding year!” 

A particular highlight of this year’s Fair was the Jack and Bernice Newell 
Memorial Junior Livestock Auction which raised 
$178,178, a 27.8% increase over last year and the 
highest gross revenue in the last ten years. It is par-
ticularly positive to see an increase in this area 
where businesses and individuals are contributing 
back into the community. This support of the live-
stock auction reaffirms the importance of the Fair in 
recognizing the efforts and development of our 
youth livestock competitors. Much of the proceeds 
are used by the competitors for future 4-H and FFA 
projects or as seed money for their college funds. 

Also garnering strong community participation was the Still Life Competitive 
Exhibits Program which had a total of 2,269 entries, a 7% increase over 
last year. Entry categories included Fine Arts (477), Floriculture (108), Adult 
Solano Living (469) and Youth Solano Living (1,215).  

“We continue to focus our Fair efforts on all 
things local and that is proving to be the right 
direction for our Fair as evidenced by the atten-
dance and community support we are receiving,” 
stated Fairgrounds Executive Director & CEO 
Mike Ioakimedes. “We are proud of the guest 
feedback we received this year which praised the 

variety and quality of entertainment, the cleanliness of the grounds and the 
safe, family-friendly environment. We look forward to keeping that momen-
tum going next year with another quality, value-packed Fair in 2020.” 
Read more on the News & Media page of the Fairgrounds web site at SCFair.com 

Second Quarter  - April through June 2019 

FACILITY RENTALS 
19 Public Events 

Creating 281 Event Activity Days 

Bringing an Estimated 49,360 
People to the Fairgrounds 

Plus 31 Private Rentals Creating 

8,338 Additional Activity Days 

Quarterly Report 

2ND QUARTER  
BY THE NUMBERS 

SOLANO RACE PLACE 
53 Operating Days 

Bringing 6,841 People to the  
Fairgrounds 

Creating a betting handle of 
$2,800,000 

ANNUAL SOLANO COUNTY FAIR 
4 Days of Family Fun 

Bringing 21,311 People to the 
Fairgrounds 

2,269 Still Life Exhibit Entries 

1,021 Junior Livestock Entries 

 Junior Livestock Auction Raised 
$178,178 

SOCIAL MEDIA - YTD SNAPSHOT 
4,846 Facebook Followers 

“Like” the Fairgrounds 

5,936 People Have Joined the  
Fairgrounds’ Email List 

226 Twitter Followers 

626 Yelp User Views 

17,436 Views of the Solano 
County Fairgrounds Web Site 

Solano County  Fai r  Associat ion 
900 Fairgrounds Dr ive ·  Va l le jo,  CA 94589 ·  SCFai r .com 



Kaiser Permanente Empower Youth Summit 
On May 23 the Solano County Fairgrounds was the site of a very special event designed to inspire 
eighth grade students to dream big as they plan their futures. The Empower Youth Summit, hosted 
by Kaiser Permanente, brought together high-powered entertainers, athletes and artists to share 
their stories and provide motivational encouragement for the students. Celebrities included actor 
and producer Anthony Anderson and 19-year-old Marcus Scribner of “Black-ish,” De’Aaron Fox of 
the Sacramento Kings, recording artist Jessie Funk, performance painter David Garibaldi, and R&B 
artist Danileigh. Also appearing, returning to the city he grew up in and still calls home, was former wrestling great and MMA fighter 
Mark Munoz. 

“In eighth grade, I was at the crossroads of my life,” Munoz, 41, said. “I could have gone one cha-
otic way or another way. Fortunately, I chose another way.” Munoz had his “friends community, fam-
ily community and church community” to lean on. “I just hope the kids understand that everything 
they decide to do, the choices they make, shapes and molds them of who they can become,” 
Munoz said, adding that as a Vallejoan talking to Vallejo teens, “They can see ‘He’s from Vallejo, so 
I can be like that.’ That’s what I want to resonate in their hearts. I 
grew up on the streets. I’m from here.” 

Anderson, an Emmy-nominated performer and a Black Image Award-honored actor, played host of the 
summit, joyfully bantering with the attentive teenagers. “Education is the key,” he said. “You need to 
take it and own it. Make a change and make your mark. Dream big. Your dreams should scare you. If 
your dreams don’t scare you, are not dreaming big enough.” 

Dr. Chris Walker, chief physician for Kaiser Napa-Solano, said the goal of the event was to reach the 
young people with something that is “good for their mind, body and spirit.” School Superintendent Dr. Adam Clark added that the 
goal for the students was to “send them off to high school with some tools in their box that they’re going to have to utilize to 
be successful in high school.”                                       Partial excerpts from an article by Richard Freedman published by the Vallejo Times-Herald 

2nd Quarter Highlights 

2ND QUARTER  
EVENTS & ACTIVITIES  
AT THE FAIRGROUNDS 
Napa County Sheriff’s Office  
   Emergency Training 
Medic Ambulance Driver Training 
Scottish Fiddlers Rehearsals 
Chief Solano Kennel Club Dog Show 
Bay Area Motorcycle Training 
Siberian Husky Specialty Dog Show 
Code of the West Gun Show 
Gran Jaripeo Baile featuring  

Banda Carnaval 
Solano County Office of Education 

Student Art Faire 
Triple Crown Races via Satellite at 

the Solano Race Place 
Coyote Hills Kennel Club Dog Show 
Kaiser Permanente  
   Empower Youth Summit 
El Mundo Da Vueltas 2019 Tour 
Centurion Project TV & Video Shoot 
Northern CA Dancing Horse Show 
Contra Costa Kennel Club Woofstock 

Dog Show 
Super Jaripeo Baile featuring  

Grupo Laberinto 
The 70th Annual Solano County Fair 
Bay Area Motorcycle Training 

Solano County Fair Association Board of Directors 
Dennis Yen, President · Carole Paterson, Vice President  

Kathleen Marianno, Treasurer 
Manuel Angel · Kari Birdseye · Norma Placido · Lee Williams 

Our  Mission Statement  
To ensure a posi t ive exper ience for  the publ ic   

by providing a year- round mult i -purpose venue that showcases 
and celebrates the wide var iety of resources and act iv i t ies 

avai lable to  our diverse community.   

“I was discussing outstanding service with the CA Dental 
Association and they reminded me of the wonderful team 
at the Solano County Fairgrounds.  Every time we had a 
challenge, the crew always had a ‘can do’ attitude and 
was ready to supply solutions.  You have a great group of 
people working at the facility.  I wish we had many more 
events there.  Thank you and your employees for remind-
ing me that remarkable service can be found anywhere.”   

Eileen Nyberg, GES Event Management 

*Formula provided by  
the CA Dept of Food & Ag 

ECONOMIC IMPACT 
Event attendees and participants have a ripple effect on the 

local economy by infusing dollars that are then spent again by 
others.  Together, that direct and indirect spending  

represents a significant economic impact.  
During the 2nd Quarter the Solano County Fairgrounds  

and the annual Fair created approximately 
$6,364,460 

in spending impact for the local economy!* 


